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Dear Parent/Guardian: 
  
Our goal this year is to ensure that every student attends school regularly.  
  
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and 
continuing through high school. Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in 
making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for 
success in school and in life. 
  
We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. But, we also know 
that when students miss too much school— regardless of the reason – it can cause them to fall behind 
academically.  Your child is less likely to succeed if he or she is chronically absent—which means missing 12 or 
more days over the course of an entire school year. Research shows:     
  
• Children chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade are much less likely to read at grade level by the 

end of 3rd grade. 
• By 6th grade, chronic absence is a proven early warning sign for students at risk for dropping out of school. 
• By 9th grade good attendance can predict graduation rates even better than 8th grade test scores. 
• Absences can add up quickly.  A child is chronically absent if he or she misses just two days every month!! 
  
Clearly going to school regularly matters! 
  
We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged.  Please ensure that your child attends 
school every day, arrives on time, and is in school for the entire day.   Here are a few practical tips to help 
support regular attendance: 
  
• Make sure your children keeps a regular bedtime and establishes a morning routine. 
• Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 
• Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are truly sick. 
• Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session. 
• Students need to be in school on time, every day. When students arrive to school late or are dismissed 

early, they are missing valuable learning time. It is also disruptive to other students’ learning when 
classes are interrupted. 

• Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if your children feel anxious about going to school. 
• Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up.  Call on a family member, neighbor, or 

another parent to take your child to school. 
 
Let us know how we can best support you and your children so that they can show up for school on time every 
day.   We want your child to be successful in school!  If you have any questions or need more information, 
please contact your child’s school. 
  
Dr. Barbara Shirley 
Principal 



Page 3 

 

ALTA VISTA ELEMENTARY 
1050 S. Euclid Avenue 

Sarasota, FL  34237 

PHONE:  (941) 361-6400      

FAX:  (941) 361-6956 

 

ADMINISTRATION  OFFICE HOURS   

Monday - Friday  8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

www.sarasotacountyschools/

schools/altavista 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Monday - Friday 3:15 PM - 6:00 PM  

on school days   

 Phone:  (941) 361-6458 

IMPORTANT  

PHONE NUMBERS 

 

SCHOOL BUS  

TRANSPORTATION 

941-486-2141 
 

FOOD AND NUTRITION 

941-486-2199 

 
SARASOTA COUNTY 

SCHOOLS  

DISTRICT OFFICE 

941-927-9000 

 

           Alta Vista Elementary School  
           A Community of Caring School 

 

Caring ● Respect ● Responsibility ● Trust ● Family 
 

Alta Vista is proud to be a Community of Caring school. The program is built 

around the five core values of Caring, Respect, Responsibility, Trust, and 

Family, which empower individuals to be responsible and caring members of 

a community. These five values serve as a foundation and umbrella for 

activities and initiatives in our school. As a Community of Caring school, we 

teach values everywhere: in the classroom, hallway, cafeteria, and playing 

field. In doing so, we put children, teachers, and staff at the center of 

education, weaving the core values into every aspect of school life and the 

existing curriculum.  
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Kindergarten is off to a great start! We have 
been learning our routines and procedures 
while social distancing and learning how to be 
kind to one another!  
 
We are learning how to write and spell our 
names and beginning to learn and practice our 
letters and sounds! In Math, we are learning 

our numbers from 0-10 and beginning to dabble in number of the day and problem of the day while learning 
how to have a positive growth mindset! We are eager to learn how to observe in Science and be a good 
citizen at school (and at home).  
 
Please continue to practice your child’s N number and pin with them at home. Despite the fact that we now 
have scan cards for breakfast/lunch, students will still need to know their N number and pin to log into the 
computer. This is a great skill to practice at home on a keyboard if you have computer access. Also, please 
continue to practice your child’s birthday, first and last name, address, and phone number . . . these pieces 
of information are great to know, especially should an emergency arise.  
 
Thank you so much for the amazing outpouring of support we have received from our remote and face-to- 
face learners and their families. Alta Vista truly is an amazing place to be!  

Welcome back to school!  
 
First grade students are practicing sight words.  
Pre-primer sight word flashcards were sent home for 
practice. In the next few weeks your child will have a test 
on the pre-primer sight words. Your child will then 
receive the next set of sight words sent home to practice. 
Words that are still a challenge will be practiced again in 
small groups. While practicing words at home, please 
choose a book so your child can find the sight words in the story. Also, help build your child’s reading 
stamina nightly by practicing reading 10 minutes a day. You may read to your child, read along with your 
child, or have your child read to you. 
 
Your child has taken the I-Ready reading and math diagnostic test in order to find out where they need to 
begin their first-grade reading and math skills. In reading, first grade students have been learning how to 
read a book and build stamina. We will be starting Reading Wonders on September 21st which will include 
grammar and spelling.  
 
In math, students are working on building growth mindset which means to build confidence for learning. 
They are also working on counting, building numbers, focusing on 2D and 3D shapes, and measurement. If 
you would like to help your child at home in math, please count from 1 to 20 . . . use toys, cereal, or cubes to 
help with counting.  
 
We have set up expectations for the year. Way to go 1st grade for wearing your masks, treating your 
teachers and friends kindly! We are proud of you! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fechalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fprivate%2Fschools%2F4374%2Fresources%2Ff21f24b5-6a1d-4710-9dab-e84b5f39ed69%3FAWSAccessKeyId%3DAKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ%26Expires%3D1812366545%26response-cache-control%3D
https://heeiahawks.weebly.com/grade-1.html
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Welcome to Second Grade! 
We are so excited to have 
our students back on 
campus as well as virtually 
online! We appreciate 
everyone’s patience as we 
adjust to concurrent 
teaching in the classrooms. 
Remote students are 

impressing us everyday with how well they are managing the computer and participating in the classroom 
activities and discussions! Our brick and mortar students continue to amaze us on how well they are obeying 
the mask policy and social distancing requirements. They have made this a very smooth transition!  
 
We have completed the i-Ready beginning of the year assessment in math and reading. This computer-based 
assessment guides student instruction throughout the entire year. Lessons are catered to the needs of each 
student. Teachers can see where students need extra practice and assistance and adjust their instruction 
accordingly. Students will be using i-Ready daily to reach 30 - 45 minutes in math and reading for the week. 
 
In Reading, students are using the Reading Wonders curriculum. Students have been learning how to ask and 
answer questions using key details in non-fiction text as well as identifying the main topic in an article. We 
will continue to practice comprehension skills and grade level standards. Students are also working in small 
groups, based on their reading level, to gain more individualized instruction. Teachers will be conducting 
running records to adjust reading levels as students’ progress. 
 
Math is in full swing as we begin our daily math routine which focuses on Maximizing Math Mentality. All 
second-grade students are working on using Number Talk, solving Number of the Day problems and 
independently solving the Problem of the Day. We have been practicing mental math strategies, explaining 
our thinking to peers, questioning solving techniques, and finding new ways to look at a problem. Students 
are working on numbers within 20, expanded form, recognizing numbers in each place value and graphing. 
We are excited about all the math growth our second graders are making! 
 
Our second-grade scientists will be 
exploring the Nature of Science 
throughout the school year, this first 
quarter we will be delving deep into Earth 
and Space, a student favorite! 
 
Please continue to contact your child’s 
teacher through SeeSaw, Dojo, school 
email, or by calling 361-6400. We are 
here to support you and look forward to 
an amazing 2020-2021 school year! 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj147-EleTdAhVHvVMKHY9lDIEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org%2Fmissmichalak&psig=AOvVaw3WK577hgKhKsWnjXQKvoqr&ust=1538446245450920
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Welcome to Third Grade! We are so excited to have our students back on campus as well as virtually online! 
We appreciate everyone’s patience as we adjust to concurrent teaching in the classrooms. Remote students 
are impressing us everyday with how well they are managing the computer and participating in the 
classroom activities and discussions! Our brick and mortar students continue to amaze us on how well they 
are obeying the mask policy and social distancing requirements. They have made this a very smooth 
transition!  
 
We have completed the i-Ready beginning of the year assessment in math and reading. This computer-based 
assessment guides student instruction throughout the entire year. Lessons are catered to the needs of each 
student. Teachers can see where students need extra practice and assistance and adjust their instruction 
accordingly. Students will be using i-Ready daily to reach 30 - 45 minutes in math and reading for the week. 
 
In Reading, students are using the Reading Wonders and Ready LAFS curriculum. Students have been 
learning how to ask and answer questions using key details in non-fiction text as well as identifying the main 
topic in an article. We will continue to practice comprehension skills and grade level standards.  

 
During Math instruction, students are working on using 
place value strategies to identify how many hundreds, tens, 
and ones are in a number. Students then use their 
knowledge to round these numbers to the nearest ten and 
nearest hundred.  
 
Third grades students will be exploring the Nature of 
Science throughout the school year.  During the first 
quarter, we will be delving deep into Earth and Space . . . a 
student favorite! 
 
Please continue to contact your child’s teacher through 
SeeSaw, or by calling 941-361-6400. We are here to support 
you and look forward to an amazing 2020-2021 school year! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sequatchieschools.net%2Fcms%2Flib%2FTN02208892%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F161%2F3rd-grade.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdmarockaway.org%2Fgrade-3&docid=Z8MbuRZs-ZeSgM&tbnid=uorR2A5eReIh7M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj
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Fourth Grade students and teachers are excited to be back in school together for a new year of learning and 
building community. 
 
In Math, we will begin to establish a growth mindset and create a positive math culture within our rooms.  
We will set up routines and teach expectations that will help us for the entire year.  Students will be 
introduced to and practice with Math Talk Moves, questioning and making statements about math.  Our first 
unit will include studying multiplicative comparison, factors, multiples, area, and perimeter.  It will be 
tremendously helpful if students practice multiplication math facts at home. 
 
In reading, students will use text evidence to describe characters, settings, and to tell the plot of a story. 
Then students will craft personal narratives in writing.  Reading is breathing in; writing is breathing out. 
Thank you for ensuring that your child reads at home daily for 20 minutes each night. 
 
In Science for the first few weeks, students will spend time adding to their knowledge of the practice of 
Science and the characteristics of scientific knowledge.  These will include raising questions about the 
natural world, using appropriate reference materials that support understanding to obtain information, 
conducting investigations, and comparing observations and explaining the differences across groups. 
 
Fourth graders may bring a snack to school each day.  It will be eaten midway through the reading block 
during our morning “mask break.”  Remember to send a refillable water bottle to school every day, as the 
water fountains will remain closed. 
 
Thank you, families, for helping our students have a great start to a long-anticipated new school year!  We 
could not have done it with you.  
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Welcome fifth grade students! We 
hope that everyone had a relaxing 
summer and is ready for an 
exciting and fabulous year full of 
exploring and learning! 
 
This year will look a little different 
with students learning from two 
locations, but before we know it, 
we will all be together again.  We will continue our focus on having a Growth Mindset which means that we 
will work hard and persevere, even if the work is challenging!   
 
In Math for the fall, we will focus on place value and how a digit’s position affects its value, numerical 
expressions, order of operations and different strategies to multiply multi-digit numbers.  To support 
learning, we encourage students to focus on their math facts as it will allow students to become faster and 
more precise while problem solving.   
 
This year in reading, fifth grade students will continue to focus on creating independent readers.  In order for 
students to be successful, students should be applying the strategies that are being taught by reading at 
home for 30 minutes each evening.  We will monitor their reading through the i-Ready and the Accelerated 
Reader program, which allows students to take quizzes on books to determine their comprehension of the 
text.   
 
Science is EVERYWHERE and is a very important core subject in fifth grade.  Students will be studying the 
Scientific Method through hands on labs and activities.   Many investigations are planned for our students 
which are sure to be great learning experiences throughout the year.  The science focus for the fall is the 
Nature of Science and Earth Science.   
 
Please remember to take time each evening and talk to your child about what he or she learned in school.  
Take a few minutes to sign the student’s agenda/planner, which is a valuable communication tool regarding 
homework, classwork and behavior.  We appreciate your support in getting your child to school each and 
every day on time, because we know that EVERY MINUTE COUNTS! Thank you for making this a great year 
and partnering with us to make it a successful fifth grade year and for your help in preparing your child for 
his or her transition to middle school! And an even bigger thank you for preparing your child’s return to brick 
and mortar school by helping us enforce masks, sanitizing, and safe distancing. Together WE GOT THIS! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNhtaIt-TdAhXN3FMKHSuAA9wQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstpatrickca.org%2Ffifth-grade%2Fwelcome-to-5th-grade%2F&psig=AOvVaw14jvvYDyES2W2wukvRua_e&ust=153845533115
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Grade 3 created magnificent magazine paper collages of International Flags. 
Please check out the displays in the Front office conference rooms, along with 
the new artwork in Dr. Shirley’s office, Ms. Beese’s office and the front office 
hallway. Congratulations to our students for this awesome artwork ! 

Considering the circumstances, we have had a fantastic start to the year in 
Physical Education! All students are doing a great job with following 
directions when it comes to wearing masks. Fortunately, they have 
opportunities to not have to wear them while they are outside playing 
(though there are times when they do). This allows them to have a fresh air 
mask break! 
 
So far, we have been playing a lot of fun games that require as little 
equipment usage and sharing as possible. It's great to hear students come to 

Physical Education and ask if we can play "this" game or "that" game today. We turn on some music and 
enjoy! I'm hoping that our students keep the energy up throughout the entire year. It’s been amazing so far! 

Welcome to music at Alta Vista! We are all so happy to be making music 
together again this 2020-2021 school year. Our music classroom is set up for 
safe musical success for all, equipped with new desks and shields for students 
attending face-to-face, and a high-tech 180-degree camera for students 
attending remotely. Students will enjoy a variety of new activities this school 
year as we experience music while embracing new technology. This year, 
more than ever, we need to stick together. Music will keep us connected! 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plainville.k12.ma.us%2Fcms%2Flib%2FMA01000200%2FCentricity%2FDomain%2F271%2Fclipart-music-school-13.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plainville.k12.ma.us%2Fdomain%2F271&docid=9PfX9JkWt9kMzM&tbnid=3jsg
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The 2020-2021 Code of Student Conduct is available for 
public access on the district webpage at 

www.sarasotacountyschools.net 

Sarasota County Schools Student and Family Handbook 
 

The Student and Family Handbook has been developed to help student, families, and 
administrators understand the policies and procedures established for students. The 

document is now available online and topics of interest can be searched using keywords (see 
search box). Please note that the current online document is always the official version - 

updates may be made at any time as policies and procedures change. 
Anyone with questions may call the Communications and Community 

Relations Department at 941-927-4009. The Student and Family 
Handbook is developed and reviewed annually by a committee of district 

administrators, parents, students and school safety personnel. 

10 minutes tardy or 

dismissed early = 

 1,800 minutes or  

5 days per year of 

instructional  

time lost 
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Parental Notification 

Principal Attestation of Qualifications  

for Teachers and Paraprofessionals 
Alta Vista Elementary 

Sarasota County School District 
 

As required by P.L. 107-110, Section 1119(i) of Title I, Part A, I attest to the following for the 

school year 2019-2020: 

• All teachers teaching in core academic subject areas and hired after the first day of the 2001-

2003 school year and teaching in a program and supported by Title I, Part A funds, are highly 

qualified.   

• All instructional paraprofessionals, (except for translations and parental involvement activities) 

meet the requirements to be considered highly qualified.   

 

Copies of this attestation are available at the school and district office and will be made available to 

the general public upon request. 

 

Dr. Barbara Shirley, Principal 

What is a “Parents-Right-to-Know?” 
 

Federal law requires that the Sarasota County School District notify parents of all children in Title I schools 

of their rights to receive timely information on the professional qualification of their child’s teacher. Parents 

may request information about the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teacher including, at 

a minimum, the following: 

 

• Whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject 

areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 

• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state 

qualification or licensing criteria has been waived. 

• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certificate or degree held by the 

teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree. 

• Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

 

For all Title I schools, parents have the right to ask the school, and the school has the responsibility to let 

parents know about the qualifications of their child’s teacher. All paraprofessionals at Sarasota County 

School District Title I schools meet the state requirements for highly qualified. 100% of all Title I teachers 

meet state requirements for highly qualified. The School District will continue to have 100% of Title I 

teachers highly qualified. 
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Become an Alta Vista 
Business Partner 

 

Our Business Partner program offers nu-
merous ways in which we can work to-

gether.  Call to request a Business Partner 
packet for your review.  It will help you de-
cide how your business may best support 

our school and how our school community 
may best support your business.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Mary 
Tucker, our Business Partner Coordinator, 

at (941) 361-6400 or 
Mary.Tucker@sarasotacountyschools.net.   

 

THANK YOU for your support and 
helping  Alta Vista students  

continue to SOAR! 

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 

AT ALTA VISTA 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 26 

November 16 

December 14 

4:30-6:00pm 

 

Special Thanks to the  

 

Advertise in The Soaring Eagle 

Please contact Deborah Beese  

  at 941-361-6400 with any questions. 

mailto:Deborah.Beese@sarasotacountyschools.net
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  How many pumpkins can you find in this Newsletter?   

1. What has teeth ,but cannot chew? 
2. What has hands, but cannot hold anything? 
3. You can eat me at night, but never in the 
morning.  What am I? 

Answers: 

1.  A comb     2. A clock     3. Dinner 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Friddlesdb.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F08%2FRiddlesDb-Logo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Friddlesdb.com%2F&docid=scEgHqAv1hvm6M&tbnid=eK1c6HwWVvwPrM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwj5gpvx2eXdAhUJ0lMKHUdMC5o4yAEQMygmM
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Attention Parents!!! 
 

Through our partnership with Suncoast Technical College,  Alta Vista is  

proud to offer the following classes.  If you are interested in registering  

for any of these classes, please contact our Career Navigator,  

Mary Tucker, at 941-361-6400 X52524, for more information. 

 

Microsoft Office Specialist (Word, Power Point & Excel):  In this 6 1/2 week (100 hour) course you 

will learn three Microsoft programs - Word, Excel, and Power Point - which are used in many offices.  You 

will learn to create and edit documents, spreadsheets and presentations.  Take the certification test with 

confidence and start your journey to a new career or get ahead at your current job. 

 

Certified Nursing Assistant: Interested in starting a career in the medical field?  This state approved 

program will prepare you to work in the healthcare facilities as a nursing assistant.  The successful 

completion of the 6 week (120 hour) program will allow you to take the state Nursing Assistant 

examination and can start you on your path to an exciting career in nursing. 

 

Child Development Associate (CDA):  Do you have a passion for working with children?  Want to help 

them learn, grow, and be successful?  This 6 week (120 hour)* course will give you the knowledge and tools 

to guide children in their early years.  The CDA credential is a must for anyone wanting to work in early 

childhood education! (* an additional 480 hours of hands-on work are required for completion) 

 

ServSafe:  Do you have a passion for food?  Want to work in restaurants or in food service?  Then get a 

leg up on the completion and get ServSafe certified.  You will learn how to handle, prepare, and store food 

supply safely.  Since most food service employers require this certification, this 2 week (30 hour) course will 

help you go into that interview prepared and ready to get hired. 

 

Private Security Officer (Class D license):  Looking for a career in 

security?  Consider this exciting field!  Apply for a Class D Security Officer 

license with the state after completing this 2 1/2 week (40 hour) training 

program. 

 

Forklift Operator card, OSHA 10-Hour construction card, First 

Aid card, CPR card:  Interested in working in a warehouse or in the 

construction field?  At the end of this 4 week (80 hour) course you will be 

eligible for the following credentials:  Forklift Operator Card, OSHA 10-

hour construction safety card, First Aid Card and CPR Card. Stand out 

from the competition and increase your chances of getting hired. 


